
Bottom of the Ninth #2 

Welcome to the second week of our series called the BOTN. 
 
I was looking at that great set that was built for VBS last week  and seeing all the 
different creations and inventions for the kids and I began to think of some of the great 
little inventions that have been created in our time and one that jumped out at me as I 
thought about it was the selfie stick. I know it is a really weird invention but it's really 
kind of a cool thing right? Helps you get that angle that you were always wanting to get 
of that selfie that you couldn't quite reach.  
 
But what's amazing about them, there is something redeeming about them.  This is kind 
of a cool thing because it really in essence is trying to help us capture the moment 
right? And that's a good thing:  
Capturing the moment is a really, really good thing.  
 
And something great happens, you climb something, you hang with a group of friends,  
you eat somewhere and your like, "Man we've got to get a snap of this. Everybody 
come on gather around right here." I remember a friend of mine running up the stairs 
to reach the top in the Leaning Tower of Pisa capturing the moment. 
 
The selfie stick really does represent something inside of us. It represents that thing that 
wants to capture the moment right? And that's not a bad thing. I mean it's actually a 
good thing, that all of us know that, "Hey if we don't snap a pic we're gonna forget 
that this even happened."  
 
And that's not a good thing because this is worth capturing. This is a moment worth 
capturing and so why not, let's take a picture right now. That's really what today is all 
about. 
 
Last week I introduced this idea, "Bottom of the Ninth." That, hey it's really all about 
hope. That when you're down and you think your out, you're not really out. In fact your 
never really out and today is not just for those of you that feel like you’re in the Bottom 
of the Ninth.  
 
Maybe you feel like you are.  
 
With your finances or maybe in a relationship or maybe with your career, you feel 
like, "Oh it's Bottom of the Ninth!" Today is not just for those of you who feel like                                             
you're in the Bottom of the Ninth. Today is really for everyone. Today is for those of you 
that are in a Bottom of the Ninth, those of you that are getting out of one,                                                                                              
those that know you might go into one at some point.  
 
Today is for those of you that call yourselves Christians.  
 



You would say "Yes, I'm a follower of Jesus". Today is also though, for those of you that 
say, "Well I'm not really a follower of Jesus". Today's message can be applied by any 
one and all of us because today is not just about being in the Bottom of the Ninth. 
 
Today is about preparing for that moment when you will be in the Bottom of the 
Ninth.  
 
See there are things that we can do today to prepare for that moment. Bottom of the 
Ninth usually means it’s some kind of moment of dark. It usually means, there's 
something going on in my life that feels depressing, feels defeating, it feels hopeless.  
I don't know where to turn.  
 
I don't know how I'm going to get out of this, but it feels like life is not over yet                                        
but I can see the end of the earth from here. That's a Bottom of the Ninth, and it's a 
moment of darkness. But for all of us though there are not just moments of dark,                                                               
there are also moments of light.  
 
There are moments when something good actually happened, right? When you got the 
diagnosis back from the doctor and she said I've got some good news, "You're all 
clear." Those are moments of light. And I think that the moments of light                                                               
are as important to Bottom of the Ninth as the moments of dark.  
 
Let me tell you why. Because when we're in the dark  we actually need the moments of 
light. When we are in that moment of dark we need to be able to remember the moment 
of light. God wants you to have something you can point to from the light for when you 
get into the dark, because God does not want any of us to doubt in the dark                                                                    
what we've learned in the light.  
 
God doesn't want you to have to face the doubt in the dark  especially if it's something 
that you've learned in the light 
 
I want you to have something physical, something specific that you can point to and go, 
look, we're in the middle of something right now and I'm starting to wonder whether or 
not God can come through. I'm starting to wonder whether or not He's going to provide.  
I'm starting to wonder whether or not He's going to be faithful." God's going, "I want you 
in that moment to have something you can point to and go."  
 
And you say:I'm not gonna move God. I'm not gonna move away from Your faithfulness  
or away from believing that You can or away from believing that You might, because 
look, you did something there. I remember when you did. I remember when I should've 
died and I didn't.  
 
God, I shouldn't have gotten that job and I did. God I shouldn't have been protected and 
I was. I learned something in the light. And, it's given me hope when I'm right here in the 
dark. 
 



You and I need something. We need something to point to when we think, "Oh, well, 
we'll just move on." God's going, "Don't. Don't. You don't have to doubt. Doubting's 
okay, but you don't have to go through it. The dark doesn't have to be that dark." 
Same thing that you and I can learn today. That remembering what God did for you in 
the light  provides hope when you find yourself in the dark. That remembering what 
God did for you in the light can provide hope when you're in the dark.  
 
But God didn't just tell them to remember, because remembering is not enough.  
We can remember, somebody reminds you and you're like, "Oh, yeah, but I already 
forgot." God's going, "Yeah, it's not just remembering. It's taking it a step further."  
 
No he says, I actually want you to memorialize what I did in the light. Make a 
memorial, make a monument, make a sign. Memorialize what God did in the light,                                                             
so you can point to what He can do in the dark.  
 
When you're tempted to believe that God won't or that God can't or that God's not going 
to, you've got something that you can point to, a memorial, a stone, a selfie, monument, 
a sign. And you can go, "See there. Now, God may not do it this way this time." 
 
 "God might do it a different way this time, but I can still believe that He's faithful                                                                                        
because God has been and I believe that He might again." I was just thinking of a bunch 
of different options for memorials, that we might have before us, perhaps for some of 
you maybe it's a place. Maybe it's an actual, physical place.  
 
Something you drive by on the way to work, something you drive by on the way home. 
Every time we pass, it tells the story about how God  was faithful in our life during that 
season." Maybe it's a scripture verse. Maybe it's a verse that you held onto.                                     
You put that scripture in a place that you won't forget it. You put it in a place that you'll 
see to always remind you.  
 
Maybe it's a person. Similar to the person in the first reading the prophet Elisha. 
This is what God did in the light and He can do it in the dark." 
 
LATER ELISHA ASKED, “CAN SOMETHING BE DONE FOR HER?”HIS SERVANT 
GEHAZI ANSWERED, “YES! SHE HAS NO SON, AND HER HUSBAND                                                            
IS GETTING ON IN YEARS.” ELISHA SAID CALL HER.  ELISHA PROMISED, “THIS 
TIME NEXT YEAR  YOU WILL BE FONDLING A BABY SON.” 
 
For some of you, maybe it's an item. I mean this is why people buy souvenirs, right?  
Maybe it's a souvenir from somewhere that reminds you. For some of you, maybe it's a 
journal. You actually are writing down what God did. People have a tendency to forget. 
Paper doesn't. Like a journal. Some of us need to write down how God was faithful in 
the light so that you don't have to doubt when you're in the dark.  
 
Maybe for some of you, it's a song. Maybe it's a song that reminds you of that moment                                                                           
or it's a song that articulates what God did for you. For some of you, maybe it's a box.  



 
 
I've talked to people who have a God box and they put things in the God box                                                                        
that remind them of God's faithfulness      
 
If you want to make our time worth it, then you memorialize. You memorialize what God 
did in the light. So you can point to what he can do in the dark. Each of us can do this.  
It's just a matter of whether or not you will. I am sure that the woman in the first reading  
will never forget, Elisha standing at the door and hearing those words over and over 
again “This time next year you will have a son. ”No matter where she is in her life 
situation, I don't think she will ever forget that moment and wonder where God is.  
 
I don't think she will ever forget God’s promise and love for her. She will forever 
remember that moment when God said through the prophet Elisha                                                 
“This time next year you will be fondling a son”   
 
And God doesn't want you to forget that either because you're gonna need it.  
You're going to have times of darkness. You might be in one right now. And what's 
beautiful about the light and the moments of light is that they bring light into the 
moments of dark, because the dark doesn't have to be so dark.  
 
But the question is, what are you gonna do about it? Are you gonna actually go back 
and make a memorial? Are you just gonna walk out and do nothing about it?  
And you can,  -   you have that freedom.  
 
But I hope that you will think through your past, think through those times in your life 
where God  brought you through your bottom of the 9th experience and you'll make a 
memorial so that you can remember what you learned in the light, so that you'll never 
forget it, so that you'll never be tempted to doubt when you're in the dark. 
 
Make this your memorial today, God is the promise maker, but he's also a promise 
keeper, and God is a God who leads us out of the darkness. When we feel like he's 
silent, when we feel like we've been waiting, he's a God who says, "Hey, I'm gonna lead 
you no matter where, when it's light and when it's dark."  
 
And so, begin today what we're talking about, and make a memorial for today, so that 
you won't forget what God can do tomorrow.  


